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150

YOU NEED
TO VISIT BEFORE

YOU DIE

A selection of the 150 most  
captivating libraries  

in the world — each having  
a unique story to tell.  

From Berlin to Tianjin,  
and Abu Dhabi  
to Mexico City. 

By Léa Teuscher — Enjoy!
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cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/phive/libraryslv.vic.gov.au

132 STATE LIBRARY 
VICTORIA
328 Swanston Street, Melbourne VIC 3000, Australia

MELBOURNEOCEANIA OCEANIA

+61 3 8664 7000 +61 13 0005 5555

Established in 1854 as the Melbourne Public Library, State Library Victoria 
is one of the first free public libraries in the world, created with the belief 
that access to knowledge was fundamental to a prosperous and civil so-
ciety. This vision continues to be celebrated today in a series of stunning 
spaces, including the showstopping La Trobe Reading Room. The vast oc-
tagonal space boasts a soaring dome ceiling, which was the largest rein-
forced concrete dome in the world when it opened in 1913. Other highlights 
include the historic Ian Potter Queen’s Hall (the original reading room, 
with tall white columns and patterned skylights) and new facilities, such 
as the Ideas Quarter, part of a much-lauded contemporary transformation 
by Architectus and Schmidt Hammer Lassen (also behind Tūranga in New 
Zealand; see page 212). Its collections comprise over 5 million items, rang-
ing from 15th-century volumes retracing the trial and execution of King 
Charles I, to the infamous suit of armour worn by bushranger Ned Kelly 
during his final stand in 1880.

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

The library’s grand 
historic reading 
rooms have been 
expertly restored 
and carefully 
extended with 
state-of-the-art 
contemporary 
facilities.

CITY OF PARRAMATTA 
LIBRARY (PHIVE)
5 Parramatta Square, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia

Since 2023 a vibrant red sail has graced the western Sydney suburb of 
Parramatta, like a glowing red answer to the iconic, billowing white curves 
of the capital’s opera house. The work of Manuelle Gautrand Architecture, 
this sustainably built library’s vibrant roof is inspired by the local flora, 
while its shape aims to maximise sunlight, not only inside but also on the 
adjoining Parramatta Square. ‘The carefully sculpted final volume gives 
the impression of literally bending under the passage of the sun across the 
sky,’ explains the French architect. The 65,000-book-strong library is the 
thread uniting all the various programmes of the PHIVE building, which 
include a children’s centre, a small theatre and meeting spaces, as well as a 
Keeping Place dedicated to local Indigenous artefacts and reserved for the 
Aboriginal Dharug people. The ground floor ‘urban lounge’ and café en-
courages an indoor-outdoor experience; stepped floors provide great views 
of the square; and the top-floor council chambers boldly cantilever over 
the adjoining historic town hall.

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

Like a cascading 
amphitheatre in the 
centre of town, this 
library’s colourful 
tessellated roof 
signals an open  
and welcoming 
public space.




