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Manuelle Gautrand Architecture

Edison Lite

Bureau Bas Smets

Inthe heart of Paris, Edison Lite blends timber facades, vertical
planters, and a rooftop garden into a single sustainable home,
inviting residents to live immersed in greenery while redefining
architecture in an urban neighborhood.

Edison Lite represents a radical approach to urban
density, where nature is a preexisting resident of the
building. Creenery is already established, creating a
living ecosystem that commands respect and encour-
ages humans to inhabitit with awareness and care. The
project integrates rooftop allotments, vertical facade
planters, and communal green terraces. Residents are
invited to grow vegetables, herbs, and ornamental
plants, observing natural cycles firsthand, discovering
the pleasures and respensibilities of cultivating life. By
participating in these cycles, inhabitants develop resil-
ience, gain a deeper understanding of local production,
and reduce dependence on long supply chains.

Detail of facade greenery.

Edison Lite explores the boundaries between private
and shared spaces. The design establishes a gradual
progression from intimate interior areas to communal
terraces and rooftop gardens, creating a continuum
where residents can move seamlessly between private
and collective environments. These green spaces en-
courage social interaction and invite the broader city to
engage with the building’s ecosystem. Vertical green-
ery and planters integrated into the facades provide
shade, thermal insulation, and habitats for pollinators
and small urban wildlife, making the building itself an
active participant in local biodiversity.
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Sustainability is embedded throughout the project’s
technical design. High-performance insulation and tri-
ple-glazed timber windows reduce heating and cooling
demand, while natural ventilation and heat recovery
systems maintain high indoor air quality with minimal
energy use. The irrigation network, carefully integrat-
ed into both rooftop allotments and facade planters,
works alongside rainwater collection to ensure plants
thrive without overusing water. Soil depth, substrate
composition, and drainage systems are precisely engi-
neered to support planting while protecting the struc-
tural integrity of the roof and facade.

Ultimately, Edison Lite is more than a residential build-
ing; it is a living system where architecture, ecology,
and community intersect. Every element encourages
engagement, education, and stewardship. The project
demonstrates how architecture can cultivate connec-
tions between people and nature, foster environmen-
tal awareness, and transform the dense urban fabric
into a resilient, biodiverse, and participatory habitat. It
is a model for the future of city living, where ecologi-
cal integration and social responsibility are inseparable
from the built form.




Frontal view of entire project, planter boxes and greenery creating contrast to grey, surrounding
building structures.




Facts and figures

ADDRESS 71 avenuegiison, 75013 Paris, France
ARCHITECTURE Manuelle Gautrand Architecture
www.manuelle-gautrand.com

LANDSCAPEPLANING Bureau Bas Smets www.bassmets.com
STRUCTURALENGINEERING S2T www.s2t fr

BUILDING coNsTRUCTION GTM Batiment www.gtm-batiment.fr
CLIENTSccp Edison Lite

PHOTOS Luc Boegly

PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE ARCHITECTURE COmMpetition decision
PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE GREENERY COMpetition decision
GROSS FLOORAREA 2 067 M2

SIZEGREENERY 210 m2

Timetable
COMPETITION 2015 START OF CONSTRUCTION 2018 COMPLETION 2020

Construction and materials architecture
BASICCONSTRUCTION reinforced concrete core Facape concrete posts
and timber panels roor concrete slabs and green roof layers

Building greenery
FacaDEclimbing plants, ornamental perennials, seasonal flowers
rRoOF cultivated vegetables, herbs, ornamental plants

Structure of the planting base

FACADE 290 planter boxes with 14 planters per unit ROOF greenroof
construction

Irrigation

FacaDEdrip irrigation system in planters roor dripirrigation under
soil

Other sustainability aspects and

technical building equipment
Natural cross ventilation, high-performance insulation,
ecological integration
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Master plan

Greenery plan

Facade greening systems
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Lush greenery facade. Aerial view, visible roof top garden.

Side view of facade, project embedded in urban Detail of facade planter boxes, integrated into |‘
neighborhood construction, |




